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Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed on 3/5/2004 has been received and made of record. 

2. Claims 1-76 are pending. The rejection cited stated below. 

3. Applicant's argument with respect to claims 1-38 and 58-76 has been considered 
but are not persuasive for the following reasons. 

Applicant alleges Daniels does not teach the amended claim limitation of: 
"selecting second destination to interact with the one or more users and modifying the 
interaction parameters for the one or more users in accordance with second destination. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees, because Daniels teach selecting second 
destination depending on how a student does on unit test (col. 9, lines 63 to col. 10, line 
34). 

Also, Daniels teach modifying the interaction parameters (col. 9, lines 63 to col. 
10, line 6). 

Applicant further alleges Daniels does not teach "connecting a server and one or 
more users and first virtual instructor (first teacher) and dynamically adding second 
virtual instructor". 

Examiner respectfully disagrees because Daniels describes adding a second 
teacher group as well as curriculum specialist sub group(see col. 5, lines 62-64 and col. 
6, lines 37-44). 

In response to applicant's argument Daniels does not teach selecting 
presentation type for instructing one or more users (see col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, 
lines 19-50). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-38 and 58-76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
Daniels et al., U. S. Patent No. 5,310,349[hereinafter Daniels]. 

As per claims 1 , Daniels disclose a method for establishing virtual consultant 
(virtual teacher), comprising the steps: 

(a) connecting a server and one or more users (see col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, 
lines 19-50 and col. 6, lines 37-64); 

(b) selecting a firs destination (class room 28 ) within the server to interact with one 
or more users (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); 

( c ) coupling the one or more users through the server based on the first destination 
(see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); and 

(d) establishing interaction parameters (providing support functions ) for the one or 
users based on the selected destination (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and 
col. 4, lines 19-50). 

(e) selecting a second destination to interact with the one or more users (see fig. 18 
and col. 10, lines 19-34); 

(f) modifying the interaction parameters for the one or more users in accordance 
with second destination (col. 9, lines 63 to col. 10, line 6). 
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In considering claim 2. Daniels disclose a method for establishing a virtual consultant as 
recited in claim 1 , wherein the first and second destinations include locations such as 
reception area (school map 20), where users can interact using collaborative functions 
of the system (see fig. 4, element 26, 30 and 40). 

In considering claim 3, Daniels disclose a method for establishing a virtual consultant as 
recited in claim 1, wherein the first and second destinations include locations such as 
reception area, library, an office or a lounge where users can interact using 
collaborative functions of the system (see fig. 4, element 26, 30 and 40). 

In considering claim 4, Daniels disclose a method for establishing a virtual consultant as 
recited in claim 1, wherein the first and second destinations include locations such as 
reception area, library, an office or a lounge where users can interact using 
collaborative functions of the system (see fig. 4, element 26, 30 and 40). 

In considering claim 5, Daniels disclose a method for establishing a virtual consultant as 
recited in claim 1, wherein the first and second destinations include locations such as 
reception area, library, an office or a lounge where users can interact using 
collaborative functions of the system (see fig. 4, element 26, 30 and 40). 

In considering claim 6, Daniels disclose a method for establishing a virtual consultant as 
recited in claim 1, wherein interaction parameters include support for collaboration, 
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support for bulletin board, support for recxjrding functions and support for electronic 
distribution (see fig. 4, element 44). 

In considering claim 7, Daniels disclose a method for establisliing a virtual consultant as 
recited in claim 1, wherein interaction parameters include support for collaboration, 
support for bulletin board, support for recording functions and support for electronic 
distribution (see fig. 4, element 44). 

In considering claim 8, Daniels disclose a method for establishing a virtual consultant as 
recited in claim 1 , wherein interaction parameters include support for collaboration, 
support for bulletin board, support for recording functions and support for electronic 
distribution (see fig. 4, element 44). 

In considering claim 9, Daniels disclose a method for establishing a virtual consultant as 
recited in claim 1, wherein interaction parameters include support for collaboration, 
support for bulletin board, support for recording functions and support for electronic 
distribution (see fig. 4, element 44). 

As per claim 10, Daniels disclose an apparatus discloses for establishing virtual 
consultant (virtual teacher), comprising the steps: 

(a) logic that connects a server and one or more users (see col. 3, lines 1 5-40 and 
col. 4, lines 19-50 and col. 6, lines 37-64); 
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(b) logic that selects a firs destination (class room 28 ) within the server to interact 
with one or more users (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); 

( c ) logic that couples the one or more users through the server based on the first 
destination (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); and 

(d) logic that establishes interaction parameters (providing support functions ) for the 
one or users based on the selected destination (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 
and col. 4, lines 19-50). 

(e) logic that selects a second destination to interact with the one or more users (see 
fig. 18 and col. 10, lines 19-34); 

(f) logic that modifies the interaction parameters for the one or more users in 
accordance with second destination (col. 9, lines 63 to col. 10, line 6). 

As per claim 1 1 , Daniels disclose a computer program system for establishing virtual 
consultant (virtual teacher), comprising the steps: 

(a) code segment that connects a server and one or more users (see col. 3, lines 1 5- 
40 and col. 4, lines 19-50 and col. 6, lines 37-64); 

(b) code segment that selects a firs destination (class room 28 ) within the server to 
interact with one or more users (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 
19-50); 

( c ) code segment that couples the one or more users through the server based on 
the first destination (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); 
and 



Application/Control Number: 09/934.924 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2157 

(d) code segment that establishes interaction parameters (providing support 
functions ) for the one or users based on the selected destination (see fig. 4, and 
col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50). 

(e) code segment that selects a second destination to interact with the one or more 
users (see fig. 18 and col. 10, lines 19-34); 

(f) code segment that modifies the interaction parameters for the one or more users 
in accordance with second destination (col. 9. lines 63 to col. 10, line 6). 

In considering claim 12, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that establishes a virtual school class room as recited in claim 1 1 , 
wherein the first and second destinations include locations such as reception area, 
library, an office or a lounge where users can interact using collaborative functions of 
the system (see fig. 4, element 26, 30 and 40). 

In considering claim 13, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that establishes a virtual school class room as recited in claim 1 1 , 
wherein the first and second destinations include locations such as reception area, 
library, an office or a lounge where users can interact using collaborative functions of 
the system (see fig. 4, element 26, 30 and 40). 

In considering claim 14, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that establishes a virtual school class room as recited in claim 1 1 , 
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wherein the first and second destinations include locations such as reception area, 
library, an office or a lounge where users can interact using collaborative functions of 
the system (see fig. 4, element 26, 30 and 40). 

In considering claim 15, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that establishes a virtual school class room as recited in claim 1 1 , 
wherein the first and second destinations include locations such as reception area, 
library, an office or a lounge where users can interact using collaborative functions of 
the system (see fig. 4, element 26, 30 and 40). 

In considering claim 16, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that establishes a virtual school class room as recited in claim 1 1 . 
wherein interaction parameters include support for collaboration (see fig. 4, element 44). 

In considering claim 17, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that establishes a virtual school class room as recited in claim 1 1 , 
wherein, wherein interaction parameters include support for bulletin board function (see 
fig. 4, element 44). 

In considering claim 18, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that establishes a virtual school class room as recited in claim 1 1 , 
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wherein interaction parameters include support for recording function (see fig. 4, 
element 52). 

In considering claim 19, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that establishes a virtual school class room as recited in claim 1 1 , 
wherein interaction parameters include support for recording functions and support for 
electronic distribution of consulting material (see fig. 4, element 44). 

As per claim 20, Daniels disclose a method for providing one or more virtual instructors 
(virtual teacher), comprising the steps: 

■ connecting a server and one or more users and first virtual instructor (first 
teacher) (see col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50 and col. 6, lines 37-64); 

■ selecting a destination (location, class room) within the server to interact with one 
or more users (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); 

■ coupling the one or more users through the server based on the selected 
destination see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); and 

■ establishing interaction parameters (providing support functions ) for the one or 
users based on the selected destination (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and 
col. 4, lines 19-50). 

■ dynamically adding second virtual instructor (second teacher) (see col. 6, lines 
37-64). 
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In considering claim 21 , Daniels disclose the method for providing one or more virtual 
instructors as recited in claim 20, wherein the second virtual instructor monitors 
progress and provides feedback (see col. 3, lines 29-31 and col. 6, lines 36-63 and col. 
14, lines 37-64). 

In considering claim 22, Daniels disclose the method for providing one or more virtual 
instructors as recited in claim 20, wherein the second virtual instructor (second teacher) 
is selected by one more users (see col. 6, lines 36-63 and col. 14, lines 37-64). 

In considering claim 23, Daniels disclose the method for providing one or more virtual 
instructors as recited in claim 20, wherein the second virtual instructor becomes the 
principal (see col. 6, lines 36-63 and col. 14, lines 37-64). 

In considering claim 24, Daniels disclose the method for providing one or more virtual 
instructors as recited in claim 20, wherein the second virtual instructor works with the 
first Instructor to instructor the one or more users (see col. 6, lines 36-63). 

In considering claim 25, Daniels disclose the method for providing one or more virtual 
instructors as recited in claim 20, wherein the second virtual instructor collaborates 
privately with the first instructor (see col. 6, lines 36-63). 
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In considering claim 26, Daniels disclose the method for providing one or more virtual 
instructors as recited in claim 20, wherein the second virtual instructor leads a breakout 
session with one or more users (see col. 13, lines 8-13). 

In considering claim 27, Daniels disclose the method for providing one or more virtual 
instructors as recited in claim 20, the second virtual instructor is selected by the first 
virtual instructor (see col. 6, lines 36-63 and col. 14, lines 37-64). 

In considering claim 28, Daniels disclose the method for providing one or more virtual 
instructors as recited in claim 20, the second virtual instructor the interaction parameters 
include support of for electronic distribution of materials from the second virtual 
instructor (see col. 6, lines 36-63 and col. 14, lines 37-64). 

As per claim 29, Daniels disclose an apparatus for providing one or more virtual 
instructors (virtual teacher), comprising the steps: 

■ logic that connects a server and one or more users and first virtual instructor (first 
teacher) (see col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50 and col. 6, lines 37-64); 

■ logic that selects a destination (location, class room) within the server to interact 
with one or more users (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); 

■ logic that couples the one or more users through the server based on the 
selected destination see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); 
and 
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■ logic that establishes interaction parameters (providing support functions ) for the 
one or users based on the selected destination (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 
and col. 4, lines 19-50). 

■ logic that dynamically adds a second virtual instnjctor (second teacher) (see col. 
6, lines 37-64). 



As per claim 30, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that provides one or more virtual instructors comprising the steps: 

■ a code that connects a server and one or more users and first virtual instructor 
(first teacher) (see col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 6, lines 37-64); 

■ a code that selects a destination (location, class room) within the server to 
interact with one or more users (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 1 5-40 ); 

■ a code that couples the one or more users through the server based on the 
selected destination (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); 
and 

■ a code that establishes interaction parameters (providing support functions ) for 
the one or users based on the selected destination (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 
15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50). 

■ a code that establishes adding second virtual instructor (second teacher) (see 
col. 6, lines 37-64). 
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In considering claim 31 , Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a 
computer-readable medium that provides one or more virtual instructors as recited in 
claim 20, wherein the second virtual instructor monitors progress and provides feedback 
(see col. 3, lines 29-31 and col. 6, lines 36-63 and col. 14, lines 37-64). 

In considering claim 32 Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that provides one or more virtual instructors as recited in claim 20, 
wherein the second virtual instructor (second teacher) is selected by one more users 
(see col. 6, lines 36-63 and col. 14, lines 37-64). 

In considering claim 33, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that provides one or more virtual instructors as recited in claim 20, 
wherein the second virtual instructor becomes the principal (see col. 6, lines 36-63 and 
col. 14, lines 37-64). 

In considering claim 34, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that provides one or more virtual instructors as recited in claim 20, 
wherein the second virtual instructor works with the first instmctor to instructor the one 
or more users (see col. 6, lines 36-63). 

In considering claim 35, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that provides one or more virtual instructors as recited in claim 20, 
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wherein the second virtual instructor collaborates privately with the first instructor (see 
col. 6, lines 36-63). 

In considering claim 36, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that provides one or more virtual instructors as recited in claim 20, 
wherein the second virtual instructor leads a breakout session with one or more users 
(see col. 13, lines 8-13). 

In considering claim 37, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that provides one or more virtual instructors as recited in claim 20, 
wherein the second virtual instructor is selected by the first virtual instoictor (see col. 6, 
lines 36-63 and col. 14, lines 37-64). 

In considering claim 38, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium that provides one or more virtual instructors as recited in claim 20, 
wherein the second virtual instructor the interaction parameters include support of for 
electronic distribution of materials from the second virtual instructor (see col. 6, lines 36- 
63 and col. 14, lines 37-64). 

As per claims 58, Daniels et al disclose a method for establishing virtual class room 
(class room 28), comprising the steps: 
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■ connecting virtual classroom (fig. 4, element 28) and one or more users (see col. 
3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50 and col. 6, lines 37-64); 

■ selecting a presentation type within the classroom to interact with one or more 
users (see fig. 4, and col. 3. lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); 

■ coupling the one or more users through the server based on the selected 
destination see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); and 

■ establishing interaction parameters (providing support functions ) for the one or 
users based on the selected destination (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and 
col. 4, lines 19-50). 

In considering claim 59, Daniels disclose the method for establishing a virtual class 
room as recited in claim 58, wherein the presentation type includes at least one of 
media center (see fig. 4, element 22). 

In considering claim 60, Daniels disclose the method for establishing a virtual class 
room as recited in claim 58, wherein the interaction parameters are a protocol that allow 
a plurality of people to interact with the system (see col. 3, 1-40). 

In considering claim 61 , Daniels disclose the method for establishing a virtual class 
room as recited in claim 58, wherein the interaction parameters are a protocol that allow 
a plurality of people to interact with the system (see col. 3, 1-40). 
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In considering claim 62, Daniels disclose the method for establishing a virtual class 
room as recited in claim 58, wherein material are provided for use by one or more 
students and one or more teachers in the virtual class room (see fig. 4 and col. 3, 1-40). 

In considering claim 63, Daniels disclose the method for establishing a virtual class 
room as recited in claim 58, wherein homework material are provided for use by one or 
more students in the virtual class room (see col. 1 2, 1 -23). 

In considering claim 64, Daniels disclose the method for establishing a virtual class 
room as recited in claim 58, wherein tests are provided for use by one or more students 
(see col. 3, line 36). 

In considering claim 65, Daniels disclose the method for establishing a virtual class 
room as recited in claim 58, wherein a breakout sessions are provided for the one more 
students and one or more teachers (see col. 13, lines 8-13). 

In considering claim 66, Daniels disclose the method for establishing a virtual class 
room as recited in claim 58, wherein grades are distributed electronically (distributing 
grades electronically is inherent to Daniels system, see also fig. 18 and col. 10, 19-41). 

As per claim 67, Daniels disclose an apparatus for establishing virtual classroom 
(classroom 28), comprising the steps: 
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■ logic that connects virtual classroom (fig. 4, element 28) and one or more users 
(see col. 3, lines 15-40 and col.4, lines 19-50 and col. 6, lines 37-64); 

■ logic that selects a presentation type within the classroom to interact with one or 
more users (see fig. 4. and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); 

■ logic that couples the one or more users through the server based on the 
selected destination see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); 
and 

■ logic that establishes interaction parameters (providing support functions ) for the 
one or users based on the selected destination (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 
and col. 4, lines 19-50). 

As per claim 68, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium for establishing a virtual classroom comprising the steps: 

■ connecting virtual classroom (fig. 4, element 28) and one or more users (see col. 
3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50 and col. 6, lines 37-64); 

■ selecting a presentation type within the classroom to interact with one or more 
users (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); 

■ coupling the one or more users through the server based on the selected 
destination see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and col. 4, lines 19-50); and 

■ establishing interaction parameters (providing support functions ) for the one or 
users based on the selected destination (see fig. 4, and col. 3, lines 15-40 and 
col.4, lines 19-50). 
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As per claim 69, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium for establishing a virtual classroom as recited in claim 68, wherein the 
presentation type includes at least one of media center (see fig. 4, element 22). 

As per claim 70, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium for establishing a virtual classroom as recited in claim 68,wherein the 
interaction parameters are a protocol that allow a one person to interact with the system 
(see col. 3, 1-40). 

As per claim 71 , Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium for establishing a virtual classroom as recited in claim 68, wherein the 
interaction parameters are a protocol that allow a plurality of people to interact with the 
system (see col. 3, 1-40). 

As per claim 72, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium for establishing a virtual classroom as recited in claim 68, wherein 
material are provided for use by one or more students and one or more teachers in the 
virtual class room (see fig. 4 and col. 3, 1-40). 

As per claim 73, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium for establishing a virtual classroom as recited in claim 68, wherein 
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homework material are provided for use by one or more students in the virtual class 
room (see col. 12, 1-23). 

As per claim 74, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium for establishing a virtual classroom as recited in claim 68, wherein 
tests are provided for use by one or more students (see col. 3, line 36). 

As per claim 75, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium for establishing a virtual classroom as recited in claim 68, wherein a 
breakout sessions are provided for the one more students and one or more teachers 
(see col. 13, lines 8-13). 

As per claim 76, Daniels disclose a computer program embodied on a computer- 
readable medium for establishing a virtual classroom as recited In claim 68, wherein the 
virtual classroom is recorded (see fig. 4, element 52, the multimedia material for 
recording material). 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

CONCLUSION 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Salad E Abdullahi whose telephone number is 703-308- 
8441 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can 
be reached on 703-305-4792. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should mailed to: 
Box AF 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 
or faxed to: (703) (7872-9306). 
As 
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